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                                     A Letter from the President September 2022 

 

             At the URJ Presidents’ Quarterly Meeting, Rabbi Rick Jacobs shared the following quote: “We  

         all know about posttraumatic stress syndrome but Psychologist Richard Tedeschi has               

                researched a different phenomenon which he calls posttraumatic growth. He found that        

         traumatic experiences can spur positive change, including the exploration of new possibilities, 

improved relationships, and spiritual growth.” 

COVID has certainly been a traumatic experience for us as individuals and as a congregation. Antisemitism is an   

ever-present backdrop to our lives as Jews. A number of our original founding members have passed away or have 

moved away after losing a spouse. This is not the same world nor are we the same congregation or people that we 

were 17 years ago, or 10 years ago or even 1 year ago.  

Prior to COVID, we attended services when it was convenient. During COVID, I never missed a Friday night even if it 

meant skipping dinner. I needed that connection more than I needed food. The exploration of new possibilities – I 

never imagined being president of a synagogue. One Friday night, as we listened to Cookie ask for volunteers, I said 

to Mike, “I could do that!” When Lily Ann called 2 days later and asked if I would consider running for president of   

Temple Shalom, I said, “Yes, I can do that!” 

Over a year has passed since that day. There have been times when I was frustrated, overwhelmed, or exhausted; 

however, I have never regretted saying, “Yes.” Every webinar, board meeting, event and newsletter is an opportunity 

to explore and create new moments. Existing relationships have been strengthened and new relationships have been 

gained. I appreciate the opportunities that I have had for spiritual growth: writing outlines for services, writing a play for 

Purim, researching and writing D’var Torahs (sometimes two for the same weekend), and reading from Torah at our 

Sefer Torah celebration. 

As a congregation, Temple Shalom has been exploring and continues to explore new possibilities: recognizing and 

supporting that each of us has individual challenges and making accommodations accordingly so that all of us can  

participate in services, activities, and meals. We are exploring varying service times. We are alternating between 

Rabbi led and Lay led services. We had a guest lecturer from Israel after a service and before the Oneg. We have  

improved and continue to improve our security. 

We have formed new relationships and continue to improve our relationships. We have joined URJ (Union for Reform 

Judaism), SCN (Secure Communities Network) and have been adopted by the Charleston Jewish Federation.       

Congregants have been encouraged to participate in Board meetings as both observers and during Congregant Speak

-out. Life event cards are being sent to all congregants. Everyone has been given the opportunity to lead and/or take 

an active part in services. We have added more opportunities to eat, learn. play and socialize together.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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SHABBAT SERVICES  

We meet at 4023 Belle Terre Blvd., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579.  

Our Friday evening services begin at 7:30pm. Saturday at 

10:30 AM. Members who cannot physically attend Friday night 

or scheduled Saturday services can view services via Zoom. 

Contact President@templeshalommyrtlebeach.org  to request 

a Zoom invitation.  A Reform Congregation  

4023 Belle Terre Blvd    

Myrtle Beach, SC  29579 

(843) 903-ONEG (6634) 

 David Weissman —Rabbi   

TempleShalomMyrtleBeach.org 

Board of Directors  

President Hope Sachwald             
Vice President Linda Disselkamp       
Treasurer  Michelle Foels              
Secretary   Flo Pflaster                   
Past-President   Cookie Brenner             
Past-President Laurie Ward        

At Large:  Felice Breidner                              

 Gabe Brenner                               

 Jessica Forman         

 Sheila Honer             

 Linda Post   

 Lily Ann Revitch     

 Gerry Silverman                           
  

Committee Chairpersons 

Calendar & Bulletin  Dave Pflaster           

Crisis Preparedness  Gabe and  Cookie     

Committee      Brenner         

Food Bank Chair Flo Pflaster               

House Committee Gabe Brenner             

Kitchen & Pantry Cookie Brenner            

Life Event Cards  Jessica Forman          

Membership  Hope Sachwald            

 Michelle Foels            

Oneg Flo Pflaster                  

Program and Events Hope Sachwald and 

Committee  Beth Crow                   

Ritual Chair Mike Sachwald   

Webmaster Honey Chiocco                               

Yahrzeit Notices                       Felice Breidner                  

 

            The commandment to love the                     

                       stranger, to be kind to the stranger,  

            to welcome the stranger, appears in 

            the Torah thirty-six times, more than

                  any other mitzvah.   

                  The following anecdote appears in  

        the book, A Code of Jewish Ethics, 

by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin:   

     Professor Stephen Carter, an African-American, 

tells of an incident from his youth, when his parents 

moved from an African-American neighborhood to a 

white one in Washington, D.C.  Carter remembers 

how uncomfortable he was about the move.  Sitting 

on the front steps of his new house with his brothers 

and sisters, “we waited for somebody to say hello, to 

welcome us.  Nobody did….I knew we were  not    

welcome here.  I knew we would have no friends 

here.”   

          But Carter’s fears and trepidations were set at 

ease by one person who, it turned out, was a          

religious Jew:  “All at once a white woman arriving 

home from work at the house across the street from 

ours turned and smiled with obvious delight and 

waved and called out, ‘Welcome!’  in a booming   

confident voice I would come to love.  She bustled 

into her house, only to emerge minutes later with a 

huge tray of cream cheese and jelly sandwiches, 

which she carried to our porch and offered around 

with her ready smile, simultaneously feeding and 

greeting the children of a family she had never met – 

and an African-American family at that – with nothing 

to gain for herself except perhaps the knowledge that 

she had done the right thing.  We were strangers,  

African-American strangers, and she went out of her  

mailto:TempleShalomMyrtleBeach.com
mailto:webmaster@templeshalommyrtlebeach.com
mailto:dfp324@atmc.net
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way to make us feel welcome.   

The woman’s name was Sara Kestenbaum, and she died much too soon, but she           

remains, in my experience, one of the great exemplars of what is best about civility….She 

managed in the course of a single day to turn us from strangers into friends, a               

remarkable gift that few have….To this day, I can close my eyes and feel on my tongue 

the smooth, slick sweetness of the cream cheese and jelly sandwiches that I gobbled on 

that summer afternoon when I discovered how a single act of genuine and unassuming 

civility can change a life forever.   

            Welcoming strangers is a great mitzvah.  Someone cannot be a good Jew and a 

good human being if he/she is not welcoming to strangers.    

            Mary and I wish you all a shana tova.  A good year.   

 Rabbi David Weissman   

 

For the Honor and Mitzvah of participating in the High Holy Day Services 

 Temple Shalom members. If you would like the honor of participating in the High Holy Day                        

Services, contact President@Templeshalommyrtlebeach.org by Wednesday,                              

September 14, 2022. 

 I would like this/these parts: English Reading, Candle Lighting, opening/closing the Ark,        

carrying the Torah, lifting the Torah, dressing the Torah, and /or having an Aliyah. 

 I am available during the following services: Erev Rosh Hashanah (Sunday 09/25), Rosh        

Hashanah morning (Monday, 09/26), Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre – Tuesday 10/04), Yom     

Kippur morning (Tuesday 10/05), and/or Yom Kippur afternoon (Tuesday 10/05).  

Hope 

 

 

ONEG  

NEWS 

There’s still plenty of opportunities to provide an Oneg.           

We'd love to see more of you at services and on Friday evenings,        

enjoying chatting with your Temple family and snacking on the Oneg 

goodies. We still have availability for September 23 and 30th, October 7th 

and 21st., and all of November and December. 

Please contact me and let me know your choice of date. If it's for a    

special occasion let me know that so it can be mentioned in the        

newsletter and at services. Any questions on how to provide an Oneg, let 

me know.                         

Flo Pflaster                                                                                

     910-575-6243  dfp324@atmc.net 

 

mailto:dfp324@atmc.net
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(From page one) 

A Letter from the President September 2022 

 

We have been and continue to be on a journey to grow spiritually. We learned new tunes and 

dances from Rabbi Gordy. We have a new Torah, a new Ark to house it, and a new reading table for 

it. Our decorating committee is choosing artwork to add to the Temple walls. We put up a Sukkah 

that we could all fit into and then it came tumbling down, so we are building a new and improved 

Sukkah this year. Rabbi David has brought more new tunes and a beautiful Sefer Torah service to 

us. Thanks to Central Reform Congregation and Rabbi David, we have new services for Rosh      

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Although we continue to need to “put Jews in the pews,” we have had a 

minyan at almost every service for over a year. 

Please continue to support our Temple Shalom family and each other as we move through positive 

change. Our dues do not cover everything needed to run a synagogue. Thank you to everyone who 

has contributed and continues to contribute to Temple Shalom through monetary donations and the 

Chai club. If you haven’t contributed yet, please consider donating. Many of us can’t donate large 

sums of money. We can: put something in the donation box; contribute to an activity or special    

purchase; sign up at Kroger’s and Amazon; participate by attending services, leading a service, or 

taking a part in a service; check with the kitchen chair and contribute paper products, water, kosher 

wine, and/or cleaning products; sponsor an Oneg alone or with a friend; clean up after eating and 

after using the bathroom (wiping up around the sink after washing hands and making sure the paper 

towel gets into the trash can), and support Temple Shalom’s fund raising activities. When help is   

requested, please say, “Yes, I can do that! Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to keep 

Temple Shalom changing and improving over the past 17 years. 

“Hayom Harat Olam. Today the world is born anew. This is the day the world is reconceived.”  

L'Shana Tovah tikatevu! 

Hope Sachwald, 

President Temple Shalom 
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What’s Happening at Temple Shalom September 2022 

Shabbat Services 

 

  

If you would like to participate in the mitzvah of leading a Friday evening service with Mike or Cookie 

contact President@templeshalommyrtlebeach.org to volunteer. You can lead the English and/or do 

the sermon. If you are unable to stand to do the service, accommodations will be made.  

Notes from the Board of Directors meeting on Sunday, August 14: 

1. Crisis Preparedness:  

The Building Assessment by Secure Communities Network (SCN) has been completed.    

Copies were sent to the Committee and the Executive Board. A meeting will be set up in the 

near future for these two groups to discuss the report and a plan of action. Following this  

meeting, the report and Temple Shalom’s plan of action will be shared with the Board and with 

the congregation.     

 

The Jewish Federation has agreed to allow SCN to share alerts with members of the Board 

and the Committee. For the low price of $1 per person, we have 10 people requesting to     

register for alerts. 

          SCN is presenting webinars on security in preparation for the High Holidays. Board and          

     Committee members have registered to join the webinars. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

2. High Holiday services will continue to be free. Tickets will be emailed to members to present at 

the door for each holiday. Non-members will need to register in advance with picture ID and proof of 

Friday 09/02 Rabbi David and Mary 

Weissman 

Saturday 09/03 Shelley Foels 

Friday 09/09 Mike Sachwald 

Saturday 09/10 Rabbi David and Mary 

Weissman 

Friday 09/16 Rabbi David and Mary 

Weissman  

Friday 09/23 Cookie Brenner 

Friday 09/30 Mike Sachwald 
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vaccination to receive an emailed ticket to present at the door for each holiday. Letters asking for 

donations will be emailed with the tickets for members and with the invitation for non-members. 

3. Once again, we will be offering members the use of the Sukkah for meals with family and 

friends during the week of October 9-16. Reservations must be made in advance. Food, 

drinks, clean-up, and trash are the responsibility of the attendees. 

4. For the High Holidays this year, our new Torah will be wearing a white tallit instead of a  

mantle. While unusual today, it is known that in ancient times important scrolls were regularly 

wrapped in woolen or linen cloth. We will look into purchasing a white mantle for next year.  

 

 

Activities 

On Wednesday, September 7 at 3:00 P.M., Temple Shalom’s President and Vice President 

(Hope and Linda) are hosting a member’s only Rock Painting Party. Supplies (rocks, acrylic 

paints, brushes and paint pens) and snacks will be provided. The rocks will be delivered to All 

Souls Waccamaw Unitarian Universalist Church on September 11 to decorate the garden around 

the Peace Pole that they are dedicating. Rabbi David will be one of the keynote speakers that day. 

Please join us for a fun and relaxing afternoon of painting, snacking and conversation. Contact 

Hope (President@TempleShalommyrtlebeach.org or 843-457-2037) or Linda Disselkamp 

(VicePresident@TempleShalommyrtlebeach.org or 703-439-9972) to RSVP. 

 

On Sunday, September 11 at 1pm join us at ASWUU in Socastee for the dedication of the Peace 

Pole. Temple Shalom thanks ASWUU for honoring us and Rabbi David with this invitation.         

Following the dedication, there will be a Pot-Luck gathering. 

 

Temple Shalom’s MAH JONGG MARATHON will be happening on Thursday, SEPTEMBER 22, 

2022. Check-in starts at 9:30 a.m. – Games start at 10:00 a.m.  Cost of $25 includes morning    

coffee, snacks, non-alcoholic beverages, a full Chinese lunch, and prizes. SPACE IS LIMITED so 

mark the envelope “Mah Jongg” and mail it to: Temple Shalom, 4023 Belle Terre Blvd., Myrtle 

Beach, SC 29579. Your check is your reservation. Questions?  Call Lily Ann at (843) 236-2574 or 

Irene at (516) 244-9307. *PROOF OF COMPLETE VACCINATION IS REQUIRED TO ENTER 

THE BUILDING AND PLAY. 

Our next Book Club meeting will be on Thursday, September 29 at 2:00. We are reading The Lost 

Rose of Shanghai by Weina Dai Randel. 

On Saturday 09/17 at 6 P.M., there will be a dinner followed by the Selichot service. The Selichot 

service begins the High Holy day period with prayers and meditations for reflecting on the past 

year and the changes we wish to make in the upcoming one. Thank you to Lily Ann Revitch,   

Temple Shalom’s founder, for sponsoring the dinner for this event. Advance reservations are re-

quired (see the Flyer in this newsletter). 



9 

 

 

Thank You Notes 

Thank you to Arie M. Kacowicz, Professor of International Relations and the Chaim Weizmann 

Chair in International Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel and the Goldman 

Visiting Israeli Professor and Fellow of Israel Studies at Georgetown University for 2022-2023, for 

his enlightening lecture entitled "Can the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict be (Peacefully) Re-

solved?" during services on Friday, August 19. Thank you to everyone who participated in the dis-

cussion and attended either in person or on Zoom. 

Thank you to the 31 members and guests, in-person and on Zoom, who joined Temple Shalom on 

Sunday, August 21 for the ceremony to “marry” the Torah to our congregation. We thank Dr.    

Bukstein and the executive trustees of B’nai Sholom for trusting us with the memories of so many 

of their congregants by choosing us to receive the special gift of their Torah. A huge thank you to 

Michelle and Greg Foels for making cosmetic repairs to the Torah’s accessories: repairing, sewing 

and polishing; and for designing and building our reading table and the new Ark to fit our large   

Torah. A big thank you to Rabbi David for putting a wonderful service together, even before he 

moved back to Myrtle Beach. Thank you to all of our members who accepted the honor of         

participating in today’s service. A special thank you to Mike Sachwald for shopping, preparing the 

food and setting up the room for the service and brunch and to his helpers: Hope Sachwald, 

Cookie Brenner, Mary Weissman, Linda Disselkamp, Laurie Ward, Michelle Foels, and everyone 

who helped clean-up.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Think about how you want to “show up”; then please volunteer for an activity that you 

would be willing to do to support Temple Shalom.                          Contact                                                   

President@templeshalommyrtlebeach.org to volunteer. 

 

MAH JONGG MARATHON (Thursday, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022) – need people to set up, shop,  

donate prizes and to help the day of the marathon. If you are able to help, please contact Irene 

Klein via email (jiks@aol.com) or text 516-244-9307 or call or text Lily Ann Revitch 843-742-7011.  

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah (Sunday 09/25) – need people to set up room, direct traffic, and 1 usher 

Rosh Hashanah morning (Monday 09/26) – need people to direct traffic 

Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre – Tuesday 10/04) - need people to direct traffic and 2 ushers 

Yom Kippur morning (Tuesday 10/05) - need people to direct traffic and 1 usher 

Yom Kippur afternoon (Tuesday 10/05) - need people to direct traffic and 1 usher 
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Break the Fast (Wednesday 10/05) – need people to shop, donate food, serve, set-up/clean-up. 

Contact Cookie Brenner at ebrenner1@gmail.com if you are able to help in any way. 

Building Sukkah (date to be determined) 

Sukkot morning (Monday, 10/10) – need 1 person to usher and people to help with set-up/clean-up 

for lunch in Sukkah 

Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah and Yizkor Service (Monday 10/17) – need people to help with set-up/

clean-up for Kiddush 
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Donations 

General Fund 

In loving memory  of  

Rosetta Weiner       Mother of Sheila Honer    Sheila Honer                  

Ian Steven Weiner   Brother of Sheila Honer  Sheila Honer                

Irving Honer     Father-in-law of Sheila Honer  Sheila Honer                

Ronald Busch   Father of Linda Disselkamp     Linda & Hank Disselkamp 

Irving Danzig    Father of Beth Boettigheimer     Beth Boettigheimer  

Ruth Schwartz   Sister of Gabe Brenner    Cookie & Gabe Brenner       

In Memory of Mary Weiselberg                  Beth Crow 

     Chai Club                                                      

Diahann Saddler    Linda & Bob Post    Flo & David Pflaster 

Felice Breidner  

    High Holiday Contribution                                                        

Cookie & Gabe Brenner                                          

Yahrzeits September 

 

From  the editor’s desk 

Deadline for October Bulletin is  

September 23, 2022 

Submission is via e-mail to : 

djp3747@atmc.net 

Birthdays 

Michael  Sachwald September  11 

Stephen St. Clair, PH.D. September    12 

Cary Lukas September       21 

  

  

  

Anniversaries 

Michelle & Greg Foels Sepember     6 

  

  

  

  

  

Food Bank Collection 

Each week I collect non-perishable food from generous 
Temple members to distribute to an organization that helps 
the home bound in need! Please try to bring in one or two 
items each time you come to Temple. 
It’s a mitzvah to give and your donations are very much 
appreciated. Please leave your non-perishable food items 
near the kitchen door and I’ll retrieve the food each week. 
Thank you all so much!. 

 

Flo 

Irene Kramer Mother in law of Natalie Kramer 4 

Sam Miletti Father of Mary Weissman 9 

Aaron Pesses Father of Irene Klein 13 

Shirley Pesses Mother of Irene Klein 17 

Jacob Finkelstein Father in Law of Steve Firestone 18 

Carrie Selig         20 

Maurice Benn Grandfather of Michelle Foels 20 

Stanley Marks         21 

Oleta Crow Mother in law of Beth Crow 26 

Erwin Stoll Brother of Lawrence Stoll 28 
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Service: 7:30PM 

Led by: Mike 

Sachwald 

Oneg:  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Service: 7:30PM 

Led by: Cookie 

Brenner 

Oneg:  

     

            

Service: 7:30PM        

Led by : Rabbi David 

and Mary Weissman 

Oneg:  Beth Crow 

 

    SUNDAY      MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY      SATURDAY  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Service: 7:30PM Led 

by : Mike Sachwald 

Oneg: Hope & Mike 

Sachwald to celebrate 

Mike’s birthday 

SEPTEMBER  2022 

5 ELUL — 5 TISHREI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service: 10:30    

Led by: Shelly 

Foels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Service: 10:30    

Led by: Rabbi David 

and Mary Weissman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Service: 7:30PM   

Led by; Rabbi David 

and Mary Weissman  

Oneg: Irene & Jim 

Klein Honor Irene’s 

parents Yahrzeits 

 

 

 

9:30 MAH JONGG 

MARATHON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erev   Rosh     

Hashanah          

Service: 7:30 PM 

 

 

  Rosh Hashanah 

Service: 10:30     

Followed by Tashlich 

 

 

 

Rosh  Hashanah 
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3PM Rock 

painting party 

1 PM  ASWUU in 

Socastee for the 

dedication of the 

Peace Pole 

2PM Book Club 

6PM dinner    

followed by 

the  Selichot 

service 
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 PAYPAL  

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=D32S4UVRYCKQS&source=url

