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      Last year, on December 11, 2022, Nitsan Keidar wrote in an article for                 
Israelinationalnews.com: “A week to go until the holiday of Hanukkah and Ukraine's 
Jewish communities are preparing for the festival of lights. The heads of the Jewish 
communities face a dilemma: how do you celebrate when there is a non-stop war    
going on, when most of the country's civilians spend most of the day in total darkness, 
and many of them are under curfew?” Later in the article, Keidar writes: “With the on-
going war, the dilemma is substantial. On one hand, the will to celebrate the ancient 

Jewish holiday and to cheer up the communities' Jews. On the other hand, during a war, the erection of a 
menorah can be seen as a lack of consideration for the rest of the citizens who are under the terror of war.” 
With three (3) weeks to go until we light the first candle, I find myself asking a similar question – should we 
celebrate Chanukah with Israel at war and antisemitism reaching an all time high? Temple Shalom has four 
(4) Chanukah celebrations planned: our traditional “bring your menorah to Friday night services” on         
December 8 for a group candle lighting, a Chanukah Bluegrass concert on December 9, and on December 
10 a trivia and latke party followed by the community candle lighting at Market Common. Are we being    
insensitive to celebrate while we, as a people, are fighting for our lives, suffering, and grieving? 
     When I start asking questions, the English major still in me after all of these years, starts researching to 
find answers. 
     From a Post entitled “Celebrating Hanukkah in the Epstein Home,” Gemma Solomons, the Marketing & 
Communications Coordinator at the Lower East Side Tenement Museum discusses the tradition and   
meaning of Chanukah: “In the Jewish faith, every moment is a story. And from every story, comes an      
opportunity to learn [and] to interpret new meanings from centuries-old tales in order to make sense of  
modern-day hardships…While there is much to be appreciated from a military battle, it is the story of the 
aftermath, the survivors, the miracle of their continuation that early Rabbis chose to focus on. Hanukkah is 
the holiday of rededication, in remembrance of the Holy Temple of Jerusalem which had been sacked and 
destroyed during the fighting…The Jewish tradition is the tradition of storytelling. [Many] of these stories are 
ones of struggle, oppression, and subjugation. [To that end], each Hanukkah candle becomes the hero of 
that story, glowing in the windows of tenements and houses over the decades and throughout the country.” 
From excerpts of a transcript from a story that aired on Weekend Edition Sunday on Dec. 18, 2022, by 
Deena Prichep, A. MARTÍNEZ hosts a discussion about why we should celebrate Chanukah -- 
“A MARTÍNEZ, HOST: Hanukkah began last night. The Talmud directs Jews to not just celebrate the      
holiday but to do it publicly, placing their menorahs where passersby can see the lights… 
PRICHEP: There is a phrase in the Talmud - pirsumei nisa - that tells Jews to publicize the miracle. It refers 
to Hanukkah, and also Passover and Purim. David Shyovitz teaches Jewish history at Northwestern. He 
says those three holidays were chosen for a reason. 
DAVID SHYOVITZ: These are stories where Jewish visibility, where Jewish difference from the surrounding 
culture is causing problems and leads to threats. 
PRICHEP: And there have been many times when celebrating those stories would not have been safe, 
whether you're talking about the Spanish Inquisition or Nazi Germany. But Shyovitz says it could also serve 
as a human moment and show people who their neighbors are. 

(continued on page 4) 
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SHABBAT SERVICES  
 

We meet at 4023 Belle Terre Blvd., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579.  
 
Our Friday evening services begin at 7:30pm. Saturday at 
10:30 AM. Members who cannot physically attend Friday night 
or scheduled Saturday services can view services via Zoom. 
Contact President@templeshalommyrtlebeach.org  to request 
a Zoom invitation.  

4023 Belle Terre Blvd    
Myrtle Beach, SC  29579 

(843) 903-ONEG (6634) 
 

  
 David Weissman  Rabbi  

 
TempleShalommb.org 
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At Large:  Felice Breidner 
       Gabe Brenner 
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House Committee Gabe Brenner 
Membership  Hope Sachwald 
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Yahrzeit Notices                  Felice Breidner 

 
 
 

A Reform Congregation  

T                                       Throughout history, Jewish thinkers have tried to          
                                  define God.  God has been defined as an                                             
                                  all-powerful ruler of the universe who controls     
                                  everything that happens.  More modern Jewish 
                                  thinkers have defined God as having limited       
                                  powers, as not controlling everything that      
                                  happens, but who can inspire us to do good         
                                  things and who can comfort us in times of      
                                  despair.  Still others have looked upon God as 
an impersonal force that is the ground of being and the source of salvation 
in the universe. 
 
I think that God is really beyond human understanding and attempts to 
define God are beyond our reach.  So perhaps instead of talking about 
God, we should try to feel God’s presence in our everyday experiences. 

We should experience God instead of talking about God.  

Every time we perform what is called in Hebrew Gemilut Chasadim,  acts 
of lovingkindness, we can feel God’s presence in our lives.  Every time we 
donate to charity, or comfort those who are ill or mourning the loss of a 

loved one, we can feel God’s presence in our lives. 

When we have feelings of unconditional love toward other human beings, 
sometimes in spite of their faults, we can experience God’s presence in our 

lives. 

Just recognizing the magnificence of the universe by gazing at the stars at 
night or enjoying the brilliance of a  sunny day or the birth of a newborn 
baby can create a sense of awe and cause us to experience God’s      

presence in our lives. 

If prayers are recited or sung with feeling and thought rather than just by 
rote, they can cause us to experience God in our lives.  But we have to 
recite them with what in Hebrew is called kavana, which means feeling or 
intention.  If the prayers are in English, pay attention to the meaning of the 
words, but recognize that some of the prayers are metaphoric and should 
not be taken literally.  If they are in Hebrew and you don’t understand   
Hebrew, sing them with feeling.  God is experienced not through intellect, 

but through emotion. 

When we are ill or are depressed because of the loss of a loved 
one,    experiencing God’s presence in our lives can serve as a source of 
comfort to us.  And when we recover from an  illness or depression caused 
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ONEG  
NEWS 

 

For those of you who are unable to attend services on Friday 

nights you can now sponsor an Oneg. Contact me and we will 
choose an upcoming date. Please send a check in to the    

temple and write “Sponsor an Oneg” on the check ($18-$25) 
to cover the cost of sweets/snacks and a challah. Someone 

will be assigned to shop, set up and organize the clean-up for 
you. If you have a specific date in mind for a special occasion 

and that date is available-it will be yours. If you want a     
specific item (such as a celebratory cake), let me know. Your 

sponsorship will, as always, be listed in the newsletter and the 
weekly emails. 

We do hope that you will make every effort to attend services. 
Sponsoring an oneg is for those who are temporarily or      

permanently unable to attend services. Thanks to all who  
provided or sponsored an Oneg during 2023. January 5 is still 

available. Also, we need people for Feb 2, 9, and 23, 2004.  A 

special thank you to our  shoppers and set up (and clean up) 
committee: Hope, Irene, Dave and Cookie!                                                                     

If you are scheduled to provide an oneg and find that 
due to illness or other emergency you cannot do this, 

please notify Hope or Flo so alternate plans can be 
made.                                                                                                                          

Flo                                                                                                                        
dfp324@atmc.net                                                    

910-368-1070 

by the loss of a loved one, we can experience God’s presence in our lives. 

When we have difficult decisions to make, experiencing God’s presence in our lives, sometimes expressing itself as the voice  of 

our conscience, can guide us in making the right direction. 

And when we light the Chanukah menorah in recognition of the Maccabees’ miraculous defeat of the troops of the Syrian-Greek 
King Antiochus, whose goal was to wipe out the practice of Judaism, we can experience God’s presence in the survival of Judaism 

and the Jewish people. 

I once drove past a church with the following words inscribed on its wall:  GOD IS LOVE.  Perhaps that’s the best definition.  GOD 

IS LOVE. 

Chag sameach.  Mary and I wish you a happy Chanukah. 

Rabbi David Weissman  
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President’s message (cont’d from page 1)   
 

SHYOVITZ: Jewish observance is supposed to create connections - connections in the Jewish home, within 
the Jewish community, within Jewish institutions, but also between all of those things and the broader non-
Jewish world. 
: We do have to light up our identities. We do have to light up the awareness that we have warmth and light 
and beauty during this time of year as well. 
PRICHEP: Lighting a candle, or twisting a bulb, is a way of literally identifying yourself, but also a way of    
kindling a light in dark times and welcoming others to do the same.” 
 

Should we celebrate Chanukah with Israel at war and antisemitism reaching an all-time high? 
     My answer is YES. We should celebrate the victory and miracle of Chanukah for ourselves, our ancestors, and all of 
those who are unable to celebrate this year.  

 
On the subject of balancing joy with sorrow: the Velveteen Rabbi (https://velveteenrabbi.blogs.com) 
shared this message: “…everyone lives in the balance, the tension, the middle ground between   
sorrow and joy. This is spiritual life. This is human life. May we recognize that even at times of      
rejoicing, we and our loved ones may be carrying grief...and may we help each other access      
gratitude and joy even during life's times of darkness.” 
 
Should we celebrate Chanukah with Israel at war and antisemitism reaching an all-time high? 
 
     My answer is YES. We should celebrate the victory and miracle of Chanukah for ourselves, our 
ancestors, and all of those who are unable to celebrate this year.  
     At the same time, we should keep supporting our brothers and sisters fighting for survival in     
Israel and fighting antisemitism in the United States and around the world. 
    Pray: for the State of Israel, the Israel Defense Forces, the civilians held captive, and for peace. 
The Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) has compiled a free booklet of prayers. 
Advocate: We must urge our government officials to help secure the release of the hostages in Gaza 
by working with the international community. Contact President Biden, our US Senators and       
Representatives and ask for their support for programs benefiting Israel and fighting antisemitism. 
Thank those who have stood up in support of important programs benefiting Israel and securing our 
Jewish community institutions. 
Participate: Join in the various learning opportunities being emailed to you -- Learn how to respond 
to social media posts that are antisemitic, anti-Israel, and/or contain misinformation or                   
disinformation. 
Donate: to a charity of your choice or through our local federation. The Charleston Jewish           
Federation has launched the Charleston Stands With Israel Fund to help families and children in 
danger, to provide food and medicine for the elderly, including Holocaust survivors and disabled, to 
assist victims of physical and emotional trauma, and to find a safe haven for all in harm’s way. 100% 
of proceeds go to supporting Israeli lives.  
By the time this is published, I pray that we will be celebrating another victory, the release of       
hostages, and a decrease in antisemitism. May your Chanukah be filled with hope, love and joy. 
 
Hope Sachwald, President 
Temple Shalom 
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What’s Happening at Temple Shalom December 2023  
 

Shabbat Services 

 
 
If you would like to participate in the mitzvah of leading the English or delivering a sermon at a  
Friday evening service, please contact TempleShalomMBPresident@gmail.com. If you are unable 
to stand to do the service, accommodations will be made.  
 
SAVE THE DATES  
 
Friday, December 8, bring your menorahs and candles to our 7:30 P.M. Shabbat service. We will 
be lighting candles for the second night of Chanukah as a group before lighting the Shabbat    
candles. Zoom members – we will move the camera so you will be able to participate. 
 
Saturday, December 9 Chanukah Blue Grass concert at 7:00. If you have not pre-registered and 
have not attended an event at Temple Shalom in the past, please contact                                  
templeshalommbpresident@gmail.com. Cost is $10 at the door.  
 
Sunday, December 10 Trivia and Latke party at 2:00.                                                                       
Email templeshalommbpresident@gmail.com to make your reservation and complete the flyer in 
in the December newsletter to pay for the event. 
 
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 Menorah lighting at Market Common. We will light the fourth candle 
as a community. Please join Rabbi David and Temple Shalom for songs and Chanukah gelt. 
There will be security at this event. 
 
Tuesday, January 9. Book club will be discussing The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James 
McBride. This book was named both Amazon’s and Barnes and Nobles book of the year this 
week. 
 
Sunday, January 21 at 4:00 Dine and Schmooze at Valentino’s in Surfside Beach. See the flyer in 
the December newsletter. 
 

Friday 12/01/2023 Shabbat services led by Mike Sachwald 

Saturday 12/02/2023 Shabbat services led by Rabbi David and 
Mary Weissman 

Friday 12/08/2023 Shabbat services led by Rabbi David and 
Mary Weissman 

Friday 12/15/2023 Shabbat services led by Rabbi David and 
Mary Weissman 

Friday 12/22/2023 Shabbat services led by Cookie Brenner and 
Michelle Foels 

Saturday 12/23/2023 Shabbat services led by Rabbi David and 
Mary Weissman 

Friday 12/29/2023 Shabbat services led by Rabbi David and 
Mary Weissman 
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Jessica Foreman sends out birthday and anniversary cards from Temple Shalom based on our 
roster. Sometimes the event is a one-time celebration--grandchildren, graduations, or marriages 
or an unpleasant event --illnesses, accidents, or death. Please e-mail Jessica if you know of 
someone in the Temple family, who has a celebration or could use a helping hand, 
at jessicafforman@gmail.com. 
 

Thank You Notes 
 
Thank you to Flo Pflaster for chairing Temple Shalom’s 18

th
 (chai) birthday party. Thank you to 

Gerry Silverman for finding a location for the party and to all of the committee members for their 
input. Thank you to Rabbi David for his entertaining “sit-down” comedy act and to our eloquent 
speakers: Lily Ann Revitch, Irene Klein, Beth Boettigheimer, Laurie Ward, and Gerry Silverman. 
Finally, thank you to everyone who attended to celebrate our chai year. 
 
Thank you to Cookie Brenner for leading our Chayei Sarah Shabbat service and to all of the 
women of Temple Shalom for the English readings. Thank you to everyone who brought food for 
our pre-party and Oneg. 
 
Thank you to Irene Klein for making our lunch bunch reservations and chairing book club. 
 
Thank you to Cookie Brenner for chairing and to everyone who participated in the Crisis               
Management and Decorating committee meetings. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Carolina Region Small Congregations Vigil for Israel 
and to Rabbi David for participating as one of the speakers. 
 
 
VIRTUAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research is a research institute, an institution of higher learning, an 
adult education    organization, a cultural organization, and a world-renowned library and archive. 
Their mission is to preserve, study, share, and perpetuate knowledge of the history and culture of 
East European Jewry worldwide. YIVO offers adult education, Yiddish language programs,            
lectures, conferences, art exhibitions and concerts, some free and some for a fee.                           
https://www.yivo.org 
 
Sample learning opportunities: 
 
Sunday, December 10 | 3:00pm ET DYLAN SEDERS HOFFMAN On Zoom. Nu, vilst redn a   
bisele yidish? Monthly YIVO Yiddish Club sessions take place in English and are liberally        
peppered with Yiddish. This session features    actor, singer, and filmmaker, Dylan Seders     
Hoffman. She is the founder and artistic director of Chava Productions, a film production company 
which presents original works located at the intersection of pop culture and 21st century          
Jewishness with a  generous dose of Yiddish. 
 
Monday, December 11 | 7:00pm In Person at YIVO in NYC and on Zoom. Join YIVO for a      
performance of the music of Shir Hashirim (The Song of Songs), a 1911 operetta by Joseph  
Rumshinsky and Anshel Shor. Shir Hashirim is a musical comedy which features several inter-
locking love triangles that include an aging composer along with his   children and their lovers and 
friends. The work also touches on serious topics including love, mortality, and women's  suffrage.  
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Reconstructed from a variety of archival materials collected at YIVO, UCLA, and the Library of 
Congress, the operetta will be performed by students of the Bard Conservatory Vocal Arts   
Program. 
 

Also, check out the Events Recorded section.  
 
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ISRAEL (https://www.nli.org.il/) 
 
Read articles, listen to music and attend online events. 
 
AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE (https://aifl.org/events) 
 
Participate in events about Israel’s entrepreneurship, culture, medical research, environmental protection initia-
tives, and so much more. 
 
URJ ((https://reformjudaism.org/) – choose the calendar tab 
 

Are you a foodie? Check out The Jewish Food Society at https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/ 
for interesting stories and recipes. Also visit Jamie Geller at https://jamiegeller.com/author/
jamie-geller and Jewlish at https://aish.com/jewlish/recipes.  
 
Music 
 
LichvodHahanukahCut https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnYWtonpZ-s 
 
Candlelight by The Maccabeats https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSJCSR4MuhU 
 
Nefesh Mountain | The Hanukkah Dance by Woody Guthrie https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZBbTj86UCxA 
 
Debbie Friedman - The Latke Song (2001) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhFiszfdt18 
 
Joe Buchanan - Shine (Acoustic) - A Chanukah Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=muzkDN-dZx8 
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Temple Shalom Celebrates 18 Years at Rioz Brazilian Steakhouse 

November 5, 2023 

 

 

To life! To life! L'chai-im!  

L'chai-im, l'chai-im, to life!  

If you've been lucky, then Monday was no worse than Sunday  

was,  

Drink l'chai-im, to life.  
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Donations 
 

       General Fund  
Joseph Noell             Tiffany Andrews                                                   
 
Memorial Plaque         Bruce Showstack in memory of Bonnie 

Showstack          
                                       In loving memory  of                                                                                   

Bob Post 
Steve Firestone     Irene & Jim Klein   Tom and Donna Barnas   

Gerald Schechter  Brother of Elaine Luscombe  Elaine Luscombe  
 
     Chai Club                                                     
Flo & David Pflaster       Diahann Saddler        Stephen Post         

Linda Post                Michelle Foels           Bobbie Guseman        
Laurie Ward              Sheila Honer           Gabe & Cookie Brenner 

Irene Klein             Katherine Fuller       Janet Cohen               

Felice Breidner 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahrzeits December 

 

From  the editor’s desk 
 

Deadline for January Bulletin is  
December 23, 2023 

 
Submission is via e-mail to : 

djp3747@atmc.net 

Birthdays 

Miriam Felden December  7 

William Stanton December  7 

Carol Keiser December  14 

Lyle Wolinsky December  17 

Beth Crow December 23 

Marianne Chiocco December 26 

Felice Breidner December 28 

 

  

Shirley Schlanger Mother of McCawley Dorothy 4 

Menachem Hemerov Gdfatherinlaw of Ze'ev Revitch 4 

Beth Gail Heller         6 

Ralph Wolinsky Father of Lyle  Wolinsky 6 

George Topaz Father of Lynn Sostrin 8 

L.S. (Jimmy) Firestone Father of Steve Firestone 8 

Tobey Honer Mother of Phil Honer 9 

Arlene Goldberger Sister of Sheila Komito 10 

Wilbur Stanton Father of William Stanton 14 

Josephine Reid Sister in law of Beth Crow 15 

Ella Reich Mother of Mark Reich 17 

Bertha Goldstein Mother of Bard Goldstein 18 

Nathan Janney Grandfather of Michelle Foels 21 

Carmine D'Ambrosio Father of John D'Ambrosio 21 

Eric Luscombe Husband of Elaine Luscombe 28 
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services :  
7:30PM 

Led by Rabbi David 
and Mary       
Weissman 
Oneg: Judy     
Frumkin &  Lyle 
Wolinsky 

  

 
2PM  Trivia and 
Latke party  
5PM Menorah 
lighting at Market 
Common 
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Service: 7:30PM 
Led by Cookie 
Brenner and     
Michelle Foels 
 Oneg: Irene and 
Jim Klein  

     

 

 

Service: 7:30PM 
Led by Mike 
Sachwald 
Oneg: Katherine 
Fuller 

    SUNDAY      MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY      SATURDAY  

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
Service: 7:30PM 
Led by  Rabbi 

David and Mary 
Weissman 

Oneg:: Bill/Jamie 
Stanton for his 
birthday  

December 2023 
KISLEV 18  —  TEVET 19 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

7PM Chanukah 
Blue Grass    
concert  
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

     

 

services :  7:30PM 
Led by  Rabbi 
David and Mary 
Weissman 
Oneg: Jay Hough 
for Elaine's 
yahrtzeit  
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Service: 10:30 
Led by: Rabbi 
David and Mary 
Weissman 

Service: 10:30 
Led by: Rabbi 
David and Mary 
Weissman 



15 

 

PAYPAL  


