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A Letter of Thanks from Barbara SloanA Letter of Thanks from Barbara SloanA Letter of Thanks from Barbara Sloan

It wasn’t an easy decision to change synagogues. My parents were among the
founders of Temple Emanu-el when I was a child and several relatives still belong
to it. I lingered there for years for many reasons. But I couldn’t be happier that I
decided to explore an alternative that fits me so well. 

I am so delighted to be a member of Temple Shalom and to have joined the
safety committee. I want to share my abilities to make Temple Shalom as
welcoming to others as it has been to me.
 

www.templeshalommb.org

By the time you read this, it will be about 6 months since I joined Temple Shalom.
I want to thank the many members who have made me feel so welcome from day
one that it took me only a few visits to confirm that I had found the Jewish home I
was seeking.

Various holiday celebrations and the great art and yoga
classes and other events make Temple Shalom unique. I feel
like I joined a very warm and talented family.
I’m so glad to be part of it. 

Thank you again for making me feel so comfortable.

Barbara Sloan



Jonas Phillips: A Jewish Voice for American Freedom 

As Americans commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in July 2026, it is
fitting to remember Jonas Phillips, an Ashkenazi Jewish immigrant whose life embodied both the promise
and the challenges of religious liberty in the new nation.

From Germany, Phillips arrived in the American colonies in 1756 as an indentured servant in Charleston,
South Carolina. Like many immigrants seeking opportunity, he began with few resources and faced the
uncertainty of starting a new life in an unfamiliar land. Yet through perseverance and determination, he
built a successful career as a merchant and eventually settled in Philadelphia, home to one of the largest
Jewish communities in colonial America. He and his Sephardic wife, Rebecca, helped found Congregation
Mikveh Israel, an Orthodox Sephardic community in Philadelphia. The couple had twenty-one children,
some of whom became prominent characters in American history, and even purchased and preserved
Thomas Jefferson’s estate - Monticello. The Jewish grave of Jonas Phillips’ daughter, Rachel Phillips Levy,
can be visited at Monticello.

When the American Revolution began, Phillips embraced the Patriot cause. He supported independence,
served in the local militia, and believed deeply in the revolutionary ideals of liberty and equality. However,
as a Jew, he understood that those ideals had not yet been fully extended to all Americans.

In 1787, while delegates gathered in Philadelphia to draft the United States Constitution, Phillips wrote a
remarkable petition to George Washington and the Constitutional Convention. He objected to religious
tests that excluded Jews and other non-Christians from public office, as one had to attest to the authority
of the New Testament to serve. He urged the creation of a government that protected freedom of
conscience for all citizens. His appeal reflected the hopes of many religious minorities who sought equal
participation in American civic life.

Although Phillips did not live to see every barrier removed, his advocacy helped shape the American
commitment to religious liberty. The Constitution's prohibition against religious tests for federal office
became a landmark guarantee of equal citizenship.

Two hundred fifty years after the Declaration
of Independence, Jonas Phillips reminds us
that the American story includes the voices
of Jewish immigrants who helped transform
the promise of freedom into a broader
reality. His journey, from indentured servant
to respected merchant and advocate for
religious equality, stands as a testament to
the enduring Jewish contribution to the
American experiment.



Friday, July 3 @ 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 10 @ 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 17 @ 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 24 @ 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 25 @ 10:30 a.m.
Friday, July 31 @ 7:30 p.m.

           Friday evening services are followed by an Oneg; 
Saturday services are followed by a Kiddish. 

FIRST TIME VISITORS MUST PRE-REGISTER

For the safety and security of all of those attending Temple Shalom,
we have instituted law enforcement recommended safety initiatives.
Therefore, FIRST-TIME VISITORS MUST BE PRE-REGISTERED before
being admitted to the building. 

Please call us prior to your visit at (843) 903-6634 to pre-register
which will include providing a government issued photo ID. Thank
you for your understanding and cooperation.

www.templeshalommb.org





Answers will be provided in next month’s newsletter.Answers will be provided in next month’s newsletter.



WHAT’S HAPPENING WHAT'S HAPPENING 
Thank You Notes
Thank you to everyone for another successful year. We have shared eighty Shabbat and holiday services
We have also enjoyed many opportunities to eat together during Shabbat dinners, Onegs, Kiddushes,
lunch bunches, and celebrations ending in our annual pizza and salad dinner. It has been another year of
varied activities: Mah Jong marathons, chair yoga sessions, our 20  anniversary celebration,
Uncomfortable Conversations, a self-defense class and an SCN training, book club, our Chanukah party
and candle lighting, hosting Shalom Roamers and being entertained by Kol Sassone, playing Bingo and
Trivia, crafting, Learning Sessions, attending the cocktail party for “Happyland” and then the show, and
Torah and Tea (our first Rosh Chodesh celebration).

th

Thank you Rabbi Aaron Sherman for your first year at Temple Shalom. Thank you to Rabbi David, of
blessed memory, who chanted the traditional holiday melodies via Zoom. Rabbi David rearranged his
dialysis sessions so he could be with us as it turned out, for one last time. Sadly, in January, we said a final
good-bye to Rabbi David.

The Torah emphasizes that holy work and community support must be driven by voluntary generosity
rather than mere obligation. Temple Shalom would not be able to function without our volunteers and
participants. Thank you to everyone who pitched in this year to support our community.

Upcoming Activities 
*OmShalom chair yoga open to members and their guests.

*Book Club at the Temple. We are reading The Other Emma by Sharon Gloger Friedman. Lunch at Soho in
Carolina Forest. Members only.

VIRTUAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

*YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, celebrating their Centennial Anniversary in 2025, is a research institute,
an institution of higher learning, an adult education organization, a cultural organization, and a world-
renowned library and archive. Their mission is to preserve, study, share, and perpetuate knowledge of the
history and culture of East European Jewry worldwide. YIVO offers adult education, Yiddish language
programs, lectures, conferences, art exhibitions and concerts, some free and some for a fee.
https://www.yivo.org In celebration of YIVO's 101st year, register for the new Yiddish Civilization 101 series:
featuring key topics in Ashkenazi history and culture, including shtetl life, Jewish humor, and Ashkenazi
foodways. Also, check out the Events Recorded section.

 

https://www.yivo.org/


WHAT’S HAPPENING WHAT'S HAPPENING 
*THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ISRAEL (https://www.nli.org.il/)
Read articles, listen to music and attend online events.

*AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE (https://aifl.org/events)
Participate in events about Israel’s entrepreneurship, culture, medical research, environmental protection
initiatives, and so much more.

*Leo Baeck Institute (LBI) is an archive and research library devoted to the history and culture of German-
speaking Jews https://www.lbi.org/

*URJ ((https://reformjudaism.org/) – choose the calendar tab

Are you a foodie?
 Check out The Jewish Food Society at https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/ for interesting stories and
recipes. Also visit Jamie Geller at https://jamiegeller.com/author/jamie-geller, Tory Avey at
https://toriavey.com,  and Jewlish at https://aish.com/jewlish/recipes.

JEWISH NEWSPAPER
The Forward -- founded in 1897 as a Yiddish-language daily, the Forward soon became a national paper, the
most widely read Jewish newspaper anywhere. The English Forward was launched as a weekly in 1990 and
moved to fully digital publication in 2019. The Forward delivers incisive coverage of the issues, ideas and
institutions that matter to American Jews. Its rigorous reporting and balanced commentary on politics,
arts and culture have won numerous awards year after year and made it the most influential nationwide
Jewish media outlet. It is currently free and available to everyone everywhere.

VIDEO
7 Small Towns Where Jewish Retirees Actually Thrive in 2026  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mSHhz1LLDdI

 

 

MUSIC
Next Time - Leah King https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7V3iQZnsl0
America at 250: LIVE CONCERT from NYC https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qEp4dSAFvk

ART
The Digital Weitzman https://theweitzman.org/virtual-museum/#exhibitions
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